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New Colours

for 1Bn The Staffordshire Regiment
HRH Prince Andrew, The Duke of York, who is Colonel in Chief of The
Staffordshire Regiment, presented new Colours to the 1st Battalion in a
ceremony held in the Regiment’s home town of Lichfield on 28th April.
After a 6-month operational tour in Iraq last year, 2006 promises to be
another busy year : the Regiment will be training on new digital
communications equipment and thermal imaging surveillance
equipment prior to deploying to Canada for a 6-week exercise in the
Summer.

New Quarters for Taffy V ...

 What’s on this Summer ?

24416905 L/Cpl Gwillym Jenkins, otherwise known
as “Taffy V”, the regimental mascot of 2 R Welsh,
moved in to his new “Z scale goat accommodation”
in Lucknow Barracks last month.
Personally promoted to L/Cpl in 2000 by HRH
Prince Charles, The Prince of Wales, Taffy proudly
wears the Northern Ireland and the Jubilee medals.
At the age of nearly 13, Taffy will soon be retiring
after a distinguished career which has included 3
Arms Plot moves and 2 years ceremonial duties.
The new Goat Pen was officially opened by Brigadier
Rhodri Porter MBE, the new Colonel of the Regiment,
watched (left to right) by Maj Steve Bennion (QM),
Col Ron Abbott (Project Sponsor, AIO), Lt Col Huw
Lloyd-Jones (Commanding Officer) and L/Cpl Paul
MacArthur (Goat Major).
The new Goat Pen was built by Carillion
Construction plc, the contractor which built and
continues to manage the facilities in Lucknow
Barracks.

: log on to www.drumbeat.org.uk



In my View ...
Colonel Richard
Aubrey-Fletcher
It is now 6 weeks since I
took over from Colonel
Carron Snagge as the
Deputy Garrison
Commander. During that
time I have been particularly
struck by the tempo of
activity across the Garrison.
Whether it be units
preparing for operational
deployment, welfare staff
supporting our families,
managing the changes
brought about by Project
Allenby or the provision of
education and healthcare, the pace of life is fast and
furious – but the results are of impressive quality. I have
been impressed by the professionalism and enthusiasm of
all those that I have met. Heartening stuff indeed.
This is the first occasion that I have served in the Garrison
and I am delighted to have come on board at such an

Changes to
Out-of Hours Medical Cover
at Garrison Health Centres
Starting on 1st June 2006, a new out-of-hours service will
come into operation at Tidworth and Bulford Medical
Centres. The changes bring the standard of service
provided into line with that offered by the NHS, giving
patients access to modern treatment facilities and trained
primary care nurses and doctors throughout the night.
From 1st June, there will no longer be an Out-of-Hours
Medical Officer or Nurse on call at the Queen Elizabeth
Memorial Health Centre (QEMHC) in Tidworth after
16:30.

The new service will be as follows :
16:30 - 18:30 Monday - Friday
Emergency Appointment Service accessed by telephone
only. Call 01980 - 602285 (Tid. Mil. 94342 - 2285)
18:30 - 08:00 Mon - Fri, weekends & public holidays
A letter is being sent to all Service families and soldiers
in the area covered by Garrison Medical Centres, giving
full details of the new procedure to follow. Out-ofHours cover will be given by the local Out-of-Hours
service in your area :
Bulford, Larkhill, Wilton & Upavon
Call South Wiltshire Out-of-Hours Service (SWOOHS)
direct on 01980 - 626 226
Tidworth, Warminster, Hullavington & Colerne
Call Wiltshire Medical Services (WMS) direct on 01249 456 530
Patients will be offered telephone advice or, if
appropriate, will be invited to attend their nearest local
treatment centre, (which in some cases may be closer
than the QEMHC). Military patients should report to
the Medical Centre they are registered with on the next
working day after receiving treatment; civilian patients
should do so only if advised to. There is no change to
the service offered during working hours.
The new service will be constantly monitored by the
Army Primary Healthcare Service and reviewed on a
regular basis to ensure service standards are met and
maintained.
For more information, contact your Medical Centre

exciting time. Project Allenby is now fully underway with
Aspire Defence well into an ambitious building
programme in Tidworth, which spreads across the
Garrison later in the year and will significantly change the
conditions in which we work and live; and the coherent
delivery of support services will result in a more efficient
and effective service to us all. Elsewhere, preparations for
the building of the new Tidworth Equitation Centre are
underway and the construction of the new Tesco outlet on
Station Road is due to start in the near future. The
opening of business units in Castledown Business Park
and exciting plans for the Tidworth Area Festival on
30 July 2006, are further pointers to the vibrancy of the
wider community in which we live.
But there is no room for complacency. Garrison
Headquarters is here to support you all – and there are
undoubtedly areas on which we need to focus. We are
working hard with our colleagues in Aspire Defence to
minimize the impact of the building programme on core
business and prepare for Vesting Day on 10 July. In
addition, we need to prepare for the deployment of both
Brigades on operations.
My first few weeks have been busy, rewarding and above
all fun. I look forward to meeting many more of you in the
days ahead.

500 New Houses
planned for Tidworth
The North East Quadrant in Tidworth comprises some
40 acres situated just off the A338 leading from Tidworth
to the Collingbournes. Currently owned by the Ministry
of Defence, it is allocated for residential development in
the Kennet District Local Plan for both military and
private sector housing development. Up to 500 houses
may be built on the site and residents and other
members of the local community are being encouraged
to participate in the proposed new development.

Public Exhibitions : 12 & 19 June 14:00 - 20:00
There are 2 public exhibitions planned, which will take
place in the Community Centre at Wylye Road. The
events will provide all visitors with information about
the development and will be hosted by the Ministry of
Defence. Those attending will be invited to complete
feedback forms. Exhibition material will also be
available to view at www.kennet.gov.uk

Discussion Forum : 3 July
Following this, there will be another opportunity for
interested parties to highlight their observations about
the scheme at a Discussion Forum also to be held at the
Community Centre. This event will again be hosted by
the MOD together with representatives from Kennet
District Council and Wiltshire County Council. This will
be limited to 40 people, chosen on a first come first
served basis at the above Exhibitions.
Those with an interest in this project for 500 houses are
warmly invited to attend the exhibitions where MOD
employees will be very glad to answer questions and
take feedback from all members of the community.

Open Door at 6Bn REME ...
6Bn REME will be hosting an “Open Door” on the 2nd
Monday of every month, 9:00 - 11:00, starting 12th June.
Come along for a coffee, a chance to meet new people
and to find out what’s happening in Tidworth. There
will also be a chance to have a chat with Donna
Langford, the AFF Salisbury Plain Representative. The
AFF has specialists in areas such as Housing, Education,
Special Needs and Employment who can help you get
answers to any problems you may be having.

RGJ Soldiers
complete
Desert
Marathon
Held every year
since 1986 in
the southern
Maroccan
desert, this is a
7-day, 220-km
marathon,
run in
temperatures
reaching 120 oF

Four soldiers from 2RGJ
have returned in triumph
from the gruelling
‘Marathon des Sables’ (The
Marathon of the Sands), the
world’s toughest foot race.

Marathon des Sables

Vietnamese Venture

Four officers
from 10 AEC

were part of a group
from the AGC (ETS)
who scaled Vietnam's
highest peak last
April. Close to the
Chinese border in
North Vietnam, Mt
Fan Si Pan stands at
3143 metres and is the
highest mountain in
mainland SE Asia.
Apart from the
adventurous training
aspect of their expedition,
the group raised £1,500 for
the charity, “Plan UK” which
provides support to primary schools in the poorest regions
of rural North Vietnam. The ETS officers trekked through a
remote corner of the country and visited one of the schools
in the area where they were able to deliver items of
stationery donated by Drumbeat readers.
Many thanks to all those who sent in donations.

National Recognition for 10 AEC
Competitors must carry all
Angus Strong & Chad
personal belongings and food for
Wright at the finish
the entire event in their rucksack,
with only water and tents being supplied by the organisers.
The 4-man team : Captain Angus Strong, Lt Tom Freedman,
Sgt Maj Chad Wright and Cpl Jez Brookes, raised
thousands of pounds for the Rifleman’s Aid Society, a
regimental charity. Their efforts will feature in a TV show,
“Adrenalin Junkie”, hosted by Jack (son of Ozzy) Osbourne
on ITV later in the year.
“The sense of achievement ranked alongside walking up
Old College steps !”, commented Lt Freedman.

The work of the Educational Development Wing
at 10AEC, providing literacy, numeracy, ESOL
and IT support to our Garrison community, has
been recognised by the National Institute of
Adult Continuing Education (NIACE) at a
ceremony in London during Adult Learners’
Week last month.
Flexibility is the key to the programme offered at 10 AEC,
ranging from traditional, formal courses to writing letters
and emails to learners deployed on operations overseas.
Qualifications were gained by nearly 90 % of the 875
learners in 2005, including Pte Anthony Lane (1Staffords)
who was named Regional Learner of the Year by NIACE.

On Top of the World ...
Thank you ...

... to the Army
Benevolent
Fund which
has provided
a new
minibus to the
Army Welfare
Service to be
used for the
benefit of
families in the
Garrison area.

Following the Planners’ consent in
principal to the new store in
Tidworth, Tesco will be submitting a
“Reserved Matters” application this month, dealing with
outstanding matters of detail. Once this is approved,
construction of the new store will begin. Tesco will be
consulting the community via a website :

www.tescotidworth.co.uk
For those who wish to comment but who do not have
internet access at home, there are computers you can use at
the Tidworth Library, HIVE, the Tempo Drop-in Centre, the
Castledown Media Centre and the Army Education Centre.

Capt Jonny Taffs AGC (ETS) of 10 Army Education Centre,
stands below the North Face of Everest. The snow plume
stretching out from the summit indicates winds of over
100 mph ! Jonny was a member of the Development Team
which successfully summited Lhakpa Ri, standing opposite
Everest at 7045m.
"This was the hardest thing I have ever done”, Jonny told
Drumbeat. “The final 100 metres took over an hour to
climb due to the altitude !”
The Development Team was part of the Army Everest West
Ridge expedition, which unfortunately had to abandon its
attempt to be the first Britons to summit Everest by its
demanding West Ridge route because of the risk of
avalanches. Full story at : www.armyoneverest.mod.uk

What’s on this Summer ?
Army Welfare Service
Children’s Summer Activities
AWS Families Open Day Call for details.
Crafts/Games at Ordnance House
Trip to Thorpe Park for 9-12 yr olds
Call Jimi Littlejohn on 07810 - 771 630
31 July - 04 Aug Residential trip to Lake District
Orienteering, BBQ, canoeing, etc for 13 - 16 yr olds
Call Jimi Littlejohn on 07810 - 771 630
7 - 10 Aug Residential Activity Week at Avon Tyrell
in the New Forest for 9 - 12 yr olds
Call Karina on 07810 - 773 120
28 June
30 June
4 July

AWS Main Office : 01980 - 672105

Amesbury Carnaval & Show
10 June 10:00 - 17:00 Holders Road Sports Field

Motor show, Military static displays, Farmers’ Market, Fun Fair,
Car Boot Sale, Beer Tent, Live Music & Family Entertainment

Justice in Partnership
Saturday 17th June, 2006

10:00 - 16:00

Continuing activities throughout the day at the
Guildhall and Crown & County Courts in Salisbury.
Experience the working of the criminal justice system
and learn about the agencies which work together to
deliver justice in the area. More details from
PC Phillip Martin on 0845 - 408 7000 extn 720 3423

Double Vision
Sat 1 July

Shipton Bellinger Village Hall

“London Blunders” and “Looking for Rosy”
2 one-act comedies performed by The Bellinger Players
Tickets : £6/£4 concessions 01980-846341 or 01264-323869
Includes cheese & biscuits at half time

Hamlet

Sunday 16 July 19:30

An open air production by The Festival Players
in the grounds of Havelock House, Tidworth
As it was in Shakespeare’s day - with an all male cast !
Fast paced, full of intrigue & passion - not to be missed !
Bring your picnic into the grounds from 17:30 onwards
Music by The Prince of Wales’s Division Band
Strawberries & Pimms available during interval
Tickets : Call 01980 - 672522 (09:00 - 17:00)
Advance : £12.50 (adults), £9 (children & senior citizens)
On the night : £15 (adults), £10 (children & senior citizens)
Parking in designated areas only - follow signs from
Tedworth House. Guests are invited to bring low-backed
seating and warm clothing.
All proceeds to SSAFA Forces Help

Adventure Sports Club
A new club for young people aged 11 - 18
Call 01980-847140 / 01380-724911 extn 504

Report those Weeds !
Kennet District Council will be helping Wiltshire County
Council to keep Wiltshire Highways free of weeds,
during a 9-week period beginning 29th May.
Residents can report weeds to the Council by phoning
01380 - 724911 or by email to kennet@kennet.gov.uk.

AFF Conference
Thursday 22 June 2006

Institute of Education, London
Voice your views to the decision-makers.
For more information and tickets, call 01980 - 615 525
or visit www.army.mod.uk/aff

Band Concert
Salisbury City Hall
with music by the

Band of the Prince of Wales’s Division
Thursday 6 July 2006 19:30
Tickets from the City Hall Ticket Desk
Telephone : 01722 - 424723
Proceeds in aid of The Royal British Legion and
The Wiltshire Blind Association
(many of whose members are ex-Servicemen)

Bulford Village Fun Day
Sunday 9th July
Recreation Ground, Watergate Lane, Bulford Village
Starts with Car Boot Sale at 12:00
Attractions include :
The Solent Eagles motorcycle display team,
a fun dog show, paintball target range, Balloonatic the
Clown, stalls, bar, ice cream, BBQ and much more !

Rundle Cup
Saturday 15 July 2006 Tidworth Polo Ground
12:00 Jockeys v Eventers Charity Match, Wheel Chair
Races, etc - in aid of the spinal injury charity, “Inspire”
13:15 Free-fall Parachute Display
14:30 Indian Cavalry Officers’ Association Trophy
The Combined Services v South Africa
16:00 Army v Navy for the Hackett Rundle Cup
Other attractions include : Trade stands & Refreshments
Everyone welcome Free Entry for Pedestrians

Music in the Air
Middle Wallop Airfield, Stockbridge, Hants
Saturday 29 July
A magical evening of orchestral and choral music with
breathtaking, synchronised aerial displays.
The music includes works by :
Rossini, Mendelssohn, Bach, Irving Berlin, Elgar & Orff
Come to the great grass Battle of Britain airfield and
enjoy a picnic while you watch the spectacle !
Tickets from 0870 - 060 2311
or online at www.musicintheair.co.uk

Tidworth Area Festival

Sunday 30 July

Tedworth House Grounds

A fun day for all the family : Fairground rides, free
children’s activities, Parachute Display Team, static
displays including a Warrior & a Gazelle, trade stands,
food stalls, arena displays & guest appearance by Chico !
More details at www.tidworthfestival.info

Tidworth Blue Light Day
Thursday 31 August
Wylye Road Community Centre

Project Allenby/Connaught
Meet the Aspire Team in Tidworth, Netheravon & Bulford Garrison ...
James Thoden van Velzen,
Garrison Facilities Director
“Day One of the contract will be
about providing swift and
efficient service with staff who
see soldiers as their customers. I
am confident that the team that
is now working with me are
capable of delivering world class
service.”
James was commissioned into
the Royal Tank Regiment in 1985
and served in The Gulf (1), New
Zealand, Cyprus and Canada.
Since leaving the Army in 1992
James has developed a range of commercial management
experience. Over the last twelve years he has operated
with some of the UK's leading Facilities Management
companies and this experience has included managing
large multi-site operations in both the private and public
sectors.

Daniel Pilgrim
Commercial & Finance Manager
“It is exciting to be involved in a
contract that offers the Army so
much. Ensuring that the services
we provide are of the highest
quality and financially efficient
will be areas of key focus for
me.”
Danny has over 15 years
experience of the construction
and facilities management
industry, with extensive
knowledge in the financial
management and performance of
contracts. This experience, gained in both public and
private sectors, will ensure that the Garrison Team
provide our customers with the best service for the right
price.

Martin Ralton-Thomas
Operations Manager
“The British Army does a
fantastic job for the country and
deserves first class
accommodation complemented
by first class service. I am proud
to be part of a team that is totally
customer focused and ready for
the challenges that lie ahead.”
Martin completed a full career
with the Royal Artillery in 2003,
having served in the Falklands,
Belize, Canada, Northern Ireland,
The Gulf (1), United States of America, Norway and
Germany. The last 3 years of his career were spent as a
key member of the MOD Allenby/Connaught Project
Team and as a result benefits from detailed knowledge of
the contract.

Giles Bassett
Support Services Manager
“We are driven to deliver a
service that meets and exceeds
the expectations of our customers
on a consistent basis. Flexibility
and a good sense of humour will
be essential !”
Giles was commissioned into the
Irish Guards in 1983 and served
in a number of theatres before
starting a civilian career in 1993.
Since returning to civilian life, he
has gained over 12 years
experience in the field of facilities
management, operating in a range of diverse and
challenging organisations in both the public and private
sectors.

Matt Inskip
Estates Manager
“Over the next eight years the
Garrison Estate will transform
beyond most soldiers’
expectation. It is certainly one of
the most exciting construction
projects in recent years and one
that I am proud to be involved
with.”
Matthew has been involved in
the management and delivery of
major construction and service
based contracts over the last 28
years. Most recently, the last six years of Matt's senior
management career has focused on the delivery of
facilities management activities within the MoD arena.
Matt's extensive estates knowledge will ensure that the
construction and on-going maintenance elements of the
contract are given the focus that is required.

Kannada House
The Aspire Garrison Services Team will move to their new
headquarters in Kannada House, near
VCP2 in Tidworth, this Summer.

Find out more about the
Project next month’s
Drumbeat

Drumbeat Noticeboard
B F B S Forces Radio
Radio requests call : 08701 20 21 21
(calls are charged at the national rate)

Email : requests@bfbs.com
For overseas commands and
N. Ireland visit www.bfbs.com and
go to the “Dedications” page.

Garrison Radio

Broadcasting to TNB Garrison
1287 am medium wave
Call 01980 - 602277 or Email :
tidworthbulford@garrisonradio.com

“Bluez ‘n’ Zuz” Youth Disco
13 June 19:00 - 21:00
at the Tidworth Leisure Centre

Teddy Bears’ Picnic

21 June 12:30 - 14:30
A Child Safety Week activity at
Wylye Road Community Centre,
Tidworth.
Call 01980 - 846 693 for details

Circus in the Field

Zouch Primary School
Wed 28 June 15:30 - 18:00
Clowns, Candyfloss & Custard Pies!
All welcome - Come & have fun !

Health & Social Care Forum
12:30 Wednesday 5 July
Ludgershall Scout Hall All welcome
Call TDT on 01980 - 846693/840226

Tidworth Saddle Club

Riding lessons & Organised Hacks
Adults & Children Call 01980-603416

Tidworth Leisure Centre
TLC Opening Times
Monday - Friday
09:00 - 21:00
Saturdays
08:00 - 19:00
Sundays
08:00 - 21:00
Telephone : 01980 - 847 140
General Manager : 602030
Outside Pitch Bookings : 603416
Library Opening Times :
Mon
14:00 - 17:00
Tues & Thurs 14:00 - 19:00
Wed & Fri
10:00 - 17:00
Sat
10:00 - 13:00
Call: 01980 - 843460 or 602568
Oasis Café Opening Times :
Mon - Thurs 10:00 - 19:00
Fri - Sun
10:00 - 17:00
HIVE Opening Times :
Mon - Fri
09:00 - 15:00
Call Kelly Wilson : 01980 - 602224
Caterpillars Under 5s : 602460
JD After School Club : 602019
Purity Beauty Salon :
Mon - Sat
9:00 - 20:00
Call Yvonne on 07958 - 911 928
Physiotherapy & Sports Injuries :
Physiotherapy : 07768 - 737 646
Sports Therapy : 07796 - 230 571

Army Library at 10 AEC
Candahar Barracks, Tidworth
Mon-Fri 09:30 - 13:30 Tid Mil 3043

Bulford Library

Ward Barracks, Bulford Camp
Mon-Thu 9:00-16:30 Fri 9:00-12:30

Tidworth Jogging Club
The Oval Thursdays 19:00-20:30
Call Anne-Marie on 07796 - 230 571

Annual Conference - Details inside

Tidworth Polo Club : WANTED

Avon Valley College

Army Families Federation

What’s on this Summer ?
More details inside ...

Ordnance House, Tidworth
Call Claire Davies : 01980 - 602398
Fun Factory Crèche : Call 602398
Places available for 18mth-3yr olds

Messy Mitts Parent & Toddlers
Fridays 9:30-11:30

Rooms for hire : would suit

Hairdresser, Beauty therapist, etc

The Haig Centre, Bulford
Day Care Nursery Call 672331
Parents & Toddlers Call 672700
Getaway After School Club
Ages 5-13 15:00-18:00 Call 673355

Bulford Thrift Shop
Term Time Thurdays 9:30 - 13:00

Bulford Youth Club

Call Melody Abbott on 673840
Tuesdays 17:30 - 20:00 9 - 12s
Thursdays 17:00 - 19:00 5 - 8s

1st Bulford (Kiwi) Scout Group
Call Arthur Kendrew on 597341
Beavers Thursdays 18:00 - 19:30
Cubs Wednesdays 18:00 - 20:00
Scouts
Fridays
19:00 - 21:00

The Beeches
Families Centre, Bulford
Call Michelle : 01980 - 672342

JJ’s Beauty Salon
Call Jo on 01980 - 597 679

Hairdresser : Curl up and Dye
Call Lisa on 01980 - 590 020

Noah’s Ark Under 5s
Call Lisa on 01980 - 673479

Little Rascals Parent & Toddler
Tues & Thurs 10:00 - 11:30
Call Mandy Budding 01980-638772

Job vacancies for Grooms
Free Riding - help exercise the polo
ponies. Polo experience not needed.
Helpers needed at the stables.
Details from 01980-846705 or 602508

Introduction to Computing course
Aqua-Aerobics at Durrington Pool
Crèche available. Call Jenny Cotterell
on 01980 - 652 467 for details

AWS Job Vacancy - Bulford

Nursery Nurse at The Haig Centre
Call Carol on 01980 - 672331

Every Monday 9:00 - 14:45
Behind the Zouch Spar/Naafi
Call Florence Foakes 07808 - 125 724

Bdg 19, Ward Bks - near the JRC
Mon-Fri 9:00-12:00 Bul Mil 2710

Job Vacancies

Tidworth Junior Youth Club

New players welcome, age 11 needed
Call Sgt Chalky Wiltshire for details
01980 - 673956 or (pm)846570

Tidworth Thrift Shop

Bank nurses for the Army Primary
Health Care Service in the local area.
Call Heather Burns on 01980 - 603064

AWS Community Hall at the TLC
Tues 18:00 - 20:00 Call Jimi on 602191

Repairs to Army Quarters

Tues, Wed & Thurs 18:30 - 21:00
St Andrew’s Hall opposite the Oval
Call Sarah Fanshawe : 01980 - 842748

MODern Housing Solutions Helpline
(24/7) Call 0845 - 707 6000

Tidworth Youth Centre

Service Police Confidential
Phone Line : 0800 - 616 888

Please call if you have information of
value to Service Police, or would like
a confidential interview
All calls are strictly confidential

Emergency Numbers :
MDP : 01980 - 60 3099
RMP : 01980 - 67 2251 & 67 2334
Wiltshire Police : 0845 - 408 7000
Police Emergency : 999 or 112
Crimestoppers : 0800 - 555111

Potty about Painting Parent
& Toddler Mondays 9:30 - 11:00
Call Melody on 673840 or 672088

Garrison Barber - Bulford

T & C Garrison Football Club

Bulford HIVE

at The Beeches Families Centre
Open : Tues 9:30 - 13:00
Call 01980 - 672109

Stay with the beat !
Deadline for July 2006 issue : 12 June 2006

Drumbeat, 10

AEC, Candahar Barracks, Tidworth, SP9 7AY

Call Rosemary Meeke on 01980 - 602980
or email : drumbeat_tidworth@hotmail.com
Website : www.drumbeat.org.uk
Drumbeat is funded and produced by Tidworth, Netheravon & Bulford Garrison. A
contribution towards the cost of copies for the Civilian Community in Tidworth is
made by Tidworth Town Council. Civilian copies are distributed by Tidworth Trust.

