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What’s on 
at a glance...

� Tues 10 Mar   19:00 - 21:00
Bluez ‘n’ Zuz “Masked Ball” Youth
Disco at Clarendon Primary
School.  11-15s   Details inside ...

� Wed 18 Mar   19:00
Presentation of the Tidworth
Community Area Awards 2008 at
Chute Club    Details inside ...

� Sat 28 Mar   19:30
“Pathway to the Red Sun”, from
Rogue Theatre at Shipton
Bellinger Community Centre.  Live
music, humour & acrobatics based
on Madame Butterfly: a Samurai’s
daughter falls in love in a futuristic
world.  Tickets from 01980 -
846341 or from Parkhouse Stores.

� Sat 28 Mar   10:00 - 12:00
Fun activity and information
morning for families with children
aged 0-5.  Easter Egg Hunt, Meet
the Easter Bunny, Crafts, Games ..
Windmill Hill Children’s Centre -
contact details on back page.

� 2-Day Bikeability Course      
6-7 Apr Course covers road riding,
roundabouts, etc. for children over
10 years.  Cost : £5 for insurance.
More information from Joyce
Stretton (AWS) on 07810 - 771630

Wanted ...
� AWS Youth Clubs at the TLC
need volunteers to help with both
the Junior Youth Club (9-12s) and
Seniors (11+) at the TLC.  Call
Joyce Stretton on 07810-771630

� AWS Youth Club at
Ordnance House

needs volunteers to support Senior
Project Sessions in music and
cooking, Weds 19:00-21:00.  Call
Colin Wheaton on 07769-878874

� Citizens’ Advice Bureau
Volunteering opportunities ... see
inside for more information

� Tidworth Polo Stables needs
Grooms : full or part time.  Pay
according to experience
Volunteer Riders to exercise the
ponies/Help in the Stables : no
experience needed
Call 01980 - 602508 (stables) or
846705 (office)

Soldiers from 19 Light Brigade take part in a Mission Rehearsal Exercise 
(MRX) in sub-zero temperatures on a Salisbury Plain covered in snow ...

Blizzard conditions last month did not prevent troops from 19 Light Brigade
preparing for Op HERRICK 10.  They were tested in a series of scenarios
ranging from interacting with the local population, to building bridges and
finding themselves under fire from enemy forces. 
Troops will begin to deploy this month and during the tour they will
experience weather conditions of the opposite extreme when temperatures
hit the 50s in the height of the Afghan summer.
Another exercise this month will see up to 2,000 troops and 100 vehicles
from 12 Mechanized Brigade take part in a similar MRX, in preparation for
possible deployment in a few months’ time.  The Exercise will involve local
units from Bulford-based 12 Mechanized Brigade.
The exercise will involve aircraft - fast air and helicopters, live firing and
increased military traffic on roads on Salisbury Plain.  Activity will take place
mainly on training areas and will avoid public roads wherever possible.
Every effort is being made to ensure minimum disruption to local residents
and other public road users.  Principal roads used will be on Salisbury Plain,
although a section of the A338, between crossing points DD and CC to the
north of Tidworth, will be used.  Traffic controls will be placed at these
crossing points and use of the public road will be confined to outside rush
hour traffic times.  The exercise will take place from 9 - 22 March.
Brigadier David Cullen, Commander of 12 Mechanised Brigade, said :
“This exercise is the culmination of an intensive period of training and
preparation and offers an excellent opportunity to place the deploying troops
under conditions similar to those they are likely to encounter on operations.
“Whilst training of this nature and scale will inevitably involve an amount of
distruption to the local commmunity, we will make every effort to ensure
that this is kept to a minimum.  As a local Brigade we are very grateful for
the support and patience of the community that allows us to train effectively
for operations.”

2 R Welsh
celebrate 

St David’s Day
See inside ...

Exercises on Salisbury Plain
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Tidworth, Netheravon & Bulford Garrison
Out of the Army - or about to leave - 

but wish to continue to serve ?
Are you under 52 years of age and have

served at least 3 years in the Armed Forces ? 
Join the

Military Provost Guard Service (MPGS)
Soldiering with Stability

An opportunity to stay in uniform and help protect the
Home Base, while at the same time improve the quality of

your family life
� The MPGS has a key role to guard our military sites
� No liability for operational deployment
� Secure employment with good rates of pay

The Army is currently recruiting for the MPGS for
employment in the Tidworth and Bulford area.

Further details, including conditions of service and
application procedures, are available on the Army website :

www.army.mod.uk/provost/guard-service/1242.aspx
or call in at your local Army Careers Information Office.

Specify that you wish to serve in the MPGS at
Tidworth/Bulford

Preparing for deployment ...
As troops from this Garrison prepare

to deploy to Iraq and Afghanistan,
here are a few reminders of things to

do before you go ...
Your Quarter ...
If you are having a clear-out before you go, remember
that bulky items of rubbish can either be taken to a local
Recycling Centre or can be collected from your quarter
by the appropriate Local Authority.
If your quarter is going to be empty, please inform your
UWO, your DE Housing Officer and the RMP.  
Your Car ...
If you leave your car on the public road, it must be insured
and have sufficient Road Tax to last until your return.
If your Road Tax runs out before your return, an
automatic £80 fine will be generated by the DVLA.  There
is not normally an appeals procedure, but the DVLA has
acknowledged that some Service personnel may have
mitigating circumstances.  Any case should be submitted
to the office making the demand for payment.
If you do not want to pay Road Tax while you are away,
you can make a Statutory Off-Road Notification (SORN)
to the licensing authorities.  Your vehicle must be out of
use and off the public road during the time the SORN is
in force.  You must re-license your vehicle before you can
use it again on the public road (this includes the time
when you are home for R&R !).  The fine for a false
SORN declaration can be as much as £1000.
Personnel deploying at short notice or who are now on
operations may make a verbal SORN by calling the
DVLA Customer Enquiry Unit on : 0870 240 0100.
If you leave your car in your Unit lines, you must display
a car pass valid for the period you are away.  The car
must be registered with your Unit and parked in a
designated approved area.  Any car without a pass will
be towed away and the cost of disposal charged to the
owner
DO NOT leave satellite navigation equipment or other
valuable property in your car.
The kit you are NOT taking with you ...
Make a list of any particularly valuable items, together
with their serial numbers.  Make sure your property is
insured and, if you are leaving it in barracks, make sure
that it is properly secure and property marked.
For advice and information please get in touch with
RMP Crime Reduction Unit : 01980 - 673530 / 94321 3530
Register with ArmyNet ...  www.armynet.mod.uk
A useful and secure website for use by all serving
soldiers and their families. Families log in as guests of the
serving soldier, so remember to register before you go.
Your TV ...
The regulation is that a television licence is required for
you to receive or record a television signal as it is being
broadcast, on equipment at a specific address in the UK.
If you own more than one television at one address, you
only need one licence.  However, if you own more than
one television, but they are at different addresses, you
will require a separate licence for each address.
A TV licence must be purchased annually in advance, but
in certain circumstances, a rebate may be obtained.
For more information call TV Licensing : 0800 - 328 20 20
Radio & Television on ops ...
Visit the BFBS website and watch their pre-deployment
video clips for details about the services they offer
overseas and the kit you need to be able to watch BFBS
TV in Iraq and Afghanistan, live on your own laptop !
www.bfbs.com/tv and click on “Digital Terrestrial TV”.
Please note: you WILL require a TV licence to continue to
receive TV on your laptop when you get back to the UK !

CGS visits Storybook Soldiers
General Sir Richard Dannatt KCB CBE MC ADC Gen,
Chief of the General Staff, visited the Storybook Soldiers
Team at 10 Army Education Centre last month.

Storybook Soldiers is a
scheme which provides
a link between parents
who are away on
operations and their
children : Soldiers are
recorded reading their
children’s favourite
bedtime story, to which
music and sound effects are added, making a very special
and highly individual disk for their children to listen to
while they are away.
Soldiers can make their recordings, either before they
deploy, or in Theatre in places such as Iraq, Afghanistan,
Cyprus, Northern Ireland and The Falklands.  These
recordings are sent back to the Storybook Soldiers team in
Tidworth, a dedicated group of volunteers drawn from
the military community, who edit the stories and send the
finished disk to the family.  
Patron of the scheme, the General was shown how the
voice tracks are cleaned up and the music and sound
effects added to the story using professional software,
work which can take up to 3 hours.
The General is pictured (above centre) with the Storybook
Soldiers Management Team and some of the Editors. 
If you are interested in the scheme, please get in touch
with the Storybook Soldiers team at 10 Army Education
Centre : 01980 - 602370.
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